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Abstract Scholars have paid little attention to Wittgenstein’s use of the double dash in the
Philosophical Investigations (P1), and even PI editions have not consistently distinguished it from his
use of the single dash. This paper includes a table of passages containing double dashes in the PI

source typescript Ts-227. It also offers a sketch of an interpretation of Wittgenstein’s use of the
double dash.
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0. Introduction

Wittgenstein’s use of the double dash in the Philosophical Investigations (PI) has received little scholarly
attention', and even PI editions have not consistently distinguished it from his use of the single
dash. The table below lists the 126 passages in the PI Nachlass source typescript Ts-227 (1944-46)

that have double dashes, along with their renderings in a selection of eatlier sources™.

1. Wittgenstein’s use of the double dash

Wittgenstein uses the double dash not only in the PI but throughout the Nachlass (Wittgenstein
2015, 20106), with few instances before 1929 and increased use from 1937 onward. In the
manuscripts, it is often unclear whether the double dash (and single dash) is spaced or attached to
the preceding part. In typescripts the latter is more common. In this contribution, the double dash
is consistently rendered with a preceding space.

Wittgenstein’s use of the double dash should be kept separate from his use of the single dash. The
bilingual German-English and the English editions have from the beginning (Wittgenstein 1953)
implemented the distinction by using the en-dash for the single and the the em-dash for the double
dash (though em-dash lengths sometimes vary, likely for block alignment). Unfortunately, not all
editions of the PI reflect this distinction (see also Kienzler 2007: 131). Among the German editions,
the Suhrkamp Schriffen (Wittgenstein 1960) preserved it, whereas the Werkanusgabe (Wittgenstein
1984) abandoned it. Joachim Schulte’s critical edition (Wittgenstein 2001) reinstated the distinction

! Exceptions include Schulte in Wittgenstein 2001, Kienzler 2007 and Stern 2017.

2 The eatlier sources included are from Ms-116 (1937-45), Ms-117 (1937-38), Ms-119 (1937), Ms-128 (1944), Ms-129
(1944), Ms-142 (1936-37), Ts-220 (1937), Ts-221 (1938), Ts-225 (1938), Ts-228 (1945), Ts-239 (1937-43), Ts-241
(1944-45), Ts-242 (1944-45), Ts-243 (1945). References to and citations from the Wittgenstein Nachlass follow
Wittgenstein 2015, and the Bergen Wittgenstein Archives’ https://wab.uib.no/sfb/ site, which I have used to trace
the 126 passages back to their earlier soutces.
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by using both en- and em-dashes, a practice he continued in his Bibliothek Subrkamp edition of the
PI (Wittgenstein 2003).

In this contribution here, the double dash is represented as a double dash rather than em-dash.
First, this reflects the PI source typescript (see Fig. 1). Second, it is important to distinguish the
double dash from long single dashes. Often, these come about only due to corrections. Fig. 2 shows
an example where Wittgenstein overwrote a double dash with a single dash, naturally extending its
length to the original double dash length.

der Grundzahlwirter -~ ich nehme an, er weil sie auswendig -
bis zum Worte "finf" und bei jedem Zahlworxti nimmt er einen
Apfel aus der Lade, der die Farbe des Musters hat.-- So, und
éhnlich, operiert man mit Worten.~--" Wie weilB er sber, wo und
wie er das Wort 'rot' nachschlagen s0ll und was er mit dem
Wort 'finf' anzufangen hat?"-- Nun, ich nehme an, er h an -
d el t, wie ich es beschrieben habe. Die Erkl&rungen haben
irgendwo 2in Ende.— Was ist aber die Bedeutung des Wortes

"finf"?- Von einer solchen war hier garnicht die Rede; nux

Fig. 1: Double dashes in Ts-227a: 6 (PI §1). Reproduced with the kind permission of the Master and Fellows of Trinity
College, Cambridge, and the University of Bergen. CC BY-NC 4.0 Wittgenstein Source Bergen Nachlass Edition
http:/ /wittgensteinsource.otg/T's-227a,6_f

—_— o, “\
. ' s v ok > T : D O P A &S /
Fig. 2: Single dash overwriting double dash in Ms-142: 150. Cod.Ser.n. 37938 reproduced with the kind permission of

the Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek, Vienna, and the University of Bergen. All rights reserved. Wittgenstein Source
Betgen Nachlass Edition http://wittgensteinsource.org/Ms-142,150_f

The double dash in focus here must also be distinguished from other double or multiple dashes
that indicate ellipses (e.g., Ms-142:78), as also from those used in notation and graphics (e.g., Ms-
147: 461), or the long dashes in the First World War diaries (e.g., Ms-102: 4v; see Pilch 2016, Idziak
2025), or the triple dashes (e.g., Ms-163: 58v; see Bielefeld 2026). My focus here is solely on the
double dash, which, as I will suggest below, marks a pause longer than that indicated by a single
dash. This usage is especially frequent at sentence boundaries but appears also within sentences.
The table below lists the 126 double dash passages that are found in the PI Nachlass source
typescript Ts-227 (1944-46). It lists them with surrounding text. The passages are found in 87 of
the 693 PI sections plus the preface; more than half of them appear already in {§1-200. The table
also notes the corresponding punctuation in a selection of earlier sources. From this it can be seen
that the PI double dash often replaces an earlier single dash or other punctuation mark, or a
combination of punctuation and single dash, or a new line («nL»), or a blank line to mark a new
section («nR»), or a previously unmarked space («@»). When listing the selected eatlier sources, only
the punctuation and markers related to the double dash are indicated. If a passage contains more
than one double dash, the intervening text is in the table occasionally omitted, which is marked
here with suspension points («...»). For example, in the Urfassung of PI §87 (Ms-142: {84), we find
first a single dash and later a comma followed by a single dash. This is represented as «— ... , —».
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Wittgenstein often presents alternative punctuation just as he does with words and phrases (Pichler
2020). An illustrative example is shown in Fig. 3, where he considers three punctuation options
between Erlebnis and welches: a comma, a single dash, and a double dash, ultimately choosing the
double dash. In this article, such alternatives are separated by double bars («| |»); if one punctuation
alternative is deleted in favor of another, the deleted option is shown in grey. The double dash
passage from Ms-142: 138 would thus be rendered as: « | | = | | — —». An example of a case where
Wittgenstein leaves the alternative undecided is given in Fig. 4.

W e T < 1T, e M/{)M/@_
WMW-~CJ"€/€VG—, e v e
Wmmﬂf,ww C/LAILL_(,7
’mcma(,&_., W//,z,(fa(,awma/éfnfc‘ f%f‘

WS o
Fig. 3 Punctuation alternatives in Ms-142: 138. Cod.Ser.n. 37938 reproduced with the kind permlss1on of the

Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek, Vienna, and the University of Bergen. All rights reserved. Wittgenstein Source
Betgen Nachlass Edition http://wittgensteinsource.org/Ms-142,138_f

}L«/{/Aw ZC/WP:/oC& .ﬁorér&a//’ S, lrretf~
i Av/_ (A — N e 4.}:/[ P =y iy Cfe/).q
";J.,-‘c,c‘ ALeee. = L«M »a.ufef{v(ec{ it Y- 45’4‘::‘_/&\}“;“‘
é('r.-.—, - Teiede de- 4—«7445 A = c.hv._.,'c:.‘, e
1Rt T Al T T Y .

Fig. 4: PunctuaUOn alternatives in Ms-142: 140. Cod.Ser.n. 37938 reproduced with the kind permission of the
Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek, Vienna, and the University of Bergen. All rights reserved. Wittgenstein Source
Betgen Nachlass Edition http://wittgensteinsource.org/Ms-142,140_f

The PI double dashes and their genesis from earlier sources, as numerous other sources where
Wittgenstein edits punctuation and text markers to or from double dashes, speak a clear language.
Wittgenstein’s punctuation choices involving dashes appear as deliberate and considered as his
other revisions. To my knowledge, among philosophers, only Nietzsche (see Béland 2021) uses the
double dash as extensively. But what, then, is the meaning of the double dash? In my view,
Wittgenstein uses it primarily to mark ez Innehalten, a Waitl, a pause, which is longer than the pause
indicated by a single dash. This is not surprising, as signalling a pause is one of the dash’s core
functions. But the double dash marks a significantly longer pause than a single dash. While it often
coincides with a shift in voice or speaker or perspective, the double dash itself does not mark such
a shift (cf. Kienzler 2007: 131 and Stern 2017: 50); rather, it simply invites the reader to make a
longer pause than at a single dash. Wittgenstein took great care to place his pauses and define their
length through single or double dashes and other punctuation and markers. Sometimes, he replaced
the start of a new line with a double dash, and sometimes he replaced an empty line with a double
dash. Elsewhere, he substituted a single dash or other punctuation with a double dash, and vice
versa. As the table shows, when a pause was already present in an earlier version, Wittgenstein
more often extended it than shortened it.

Not only did Wittgenstein write his remarks to be read slowly and with pauses (see Wittgenstein
1998: 65¢, 77¢, 92¢), but also to be read aloud. He liked to read his own texts and those of others
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aloud, either to or with others’. In a 1963 letter to G.H. von Wright, Rush Rhees says that
Wittgenstein «wrote ‘by ear’ more than ‘by eye’» (Erbacher, Jung, Seibel 2017: 125-1206). Just as
Wittgenstein with underlining (spacing in typescripts and italics in published works) indicated
where the voice should rise when reading aloud, he used the double dash to signal a moment of
becoming silent. This stop in reading aloud can serve various purposes, such as taking in and
reflecting on what has just been read, considering a possible answer to a question just asked, or
preparing for what follows in the text. Sometimes, it asks the reader to carry out small exercises
(see, for example, PI §166). This all aligns with Wittgenstein’s stated aim in the PI preface: to
stimulate his readers to think for themselves.

Reading aloud, pausing for short or long periods, and emphasising certain words are bodily acts
that engage readers in a multisensory way. Wittgenstein wanted to shape the tone, rhythm, and
pace of his PI with the exactness of poetry (see Pichler 2023: ch. 3) so that they would fully resonate
with both the visual and, even more so, the auditory reader. This makes style reside as much in the
embodied reader as in the text (see also, about Nietzsche, Béland 2021: 3). Yet, as a 1931 remark
(Ms-111:192-193) reveals, Wittgenstein was also aware of the difficulty, even futility, of transferring
the pauses in his texts across contexts and languages. Although there is no space here to explore
the phenomenon of stylistic embodiment in Wittgenstein, for which the double dash plays a
fundamental role, further, I hope this brief contribution will convince readers of the importance
of paying attention to Wittgenstein’s use of the double dash in the PI and beyond®.

3 See e.g. Wittgenstein 2023 (e.g. 35, 50, 161, 169), G.H. von Wright in Ground/Flowers 2016: 1029 and Rush Rhees
cited in Erbacher 2016: 16, as well as Ms-180a,15v and other PI preface drafts where Wittgenstein reports about
reading his Tractatus with and explaining it to “someone”. See also G. Deutsch on the way he dictated his texts
(Ground/Flowers 2016: 755).

4 I would like to thank a reviewer for two corrections. I would also like to express my gratitude to my colleague Heinz
Wilhelm Kriiger for proofreading the table below.
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>First alternative unclear.

¢ Unclear, possibly short single dash overwritten with long single dash.

7 Explicit instruction «[Neue Zeile]».

8 Explicit instruction «[Neue Zeile|».

° The entire passage is added by hand.

10 Unclear; possibly double dash corrected by hand to (long) single dash.
11 Double dash is overwritten with (long) single dash.

12 Unclear; possibly double dash corrected to (long) single dash.

13 Unclear; probably double dash corrected to (long) single dash.

14 'These four suspension points are in the original.

74



RIFL (2026) numero 1: 59-76
ISSN 2036-6728 DOI: 10.4396/20260604

References

Béland, Martine (2021), «Style and Synesthesia: Nietzsche’s Philosophical Use of the Em-Dash, in
Martine Béland, Céline Denat, Chiara Piazzesi, and Patrick Wotling, eds., Nietzsche on Making Sense
of Nietzsche, EPURe, Reims, pp. 147-163.

Bielefeld, Daphne (2026), Notenschrift bei Wittgenstein als Illustration der Aspektwabrnebmung, Karl Alber,
Baden-Baden.

Erbacher, Christian (2016), «Wittgenstein and His Literary Executors», in Journal for the History of
Abnalytical Philosophy, n. 4/3, pp. 1-39.

Erbacher, Christian, Julia Jung, Anne Seibel (2017), «The Logbook of Editing Wittgenstein‘s
,Philosophische Bemerkungen®: Rush Rhees’ letters to Georg Henrik von Wright 1962-64» in
Nordic Wittgenstein Review, n. 6/1, pp. 105-147.

Ground, Ian, F.A. Flowers 111 (20106), eds., Portraits of Wittgenstein. 2 vols., Bloomsbury, London.

Idziak-Smoczynska, Urszula (2025), «”. 7 Taking Wittgenstein’s Prayers Seriously», in Re/igions,
n. 16, 878, https://doi.org/10.3390/1el16070878.

Kienzler, Wolfgang (2007), Ludwig Wittgensteins «Philosophische Untersuchungen», Wissenschaftliche
Buchgesellschaft, Darmstadt.

Pichler, Alois (2020), «A Typology of the Philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein’s Writing of Text
Alternatives», in  Aisthesis. Pratiche, linguaggi e saperi dellestetico, n. 13, 2, pp. 109-118,
https://doi.org/10.13128 / Aisthesis-11166.

Pichler, Alois (2023), Style, Method and Philosophy in Wittgenstein, Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge.

Pilch, Martin (2016), «Wittgensteins «Gebetsstriche> in den Kriegstagebiichern (MS 101-103)» in
Majetschak, Stefan, Weiberg, Anja, eds., Aesthetics Today. Contributions of the 39th International
Wittgenstein Symposinm (August 7-13, 2016), pp. 192-195.

Stern, David G. (2017), «Wittgenstein’s Texts and Style» in Glock, Hans-Johann, Hyman, John,
eds., A Companion to Wittgenstein, Wiley Blackwell, Oxford, pp. 41-55.

Wittgenstein, Ludwig (1953), Philosophical Investigations | Philosophische Untersuchungen, Anscombe,
Gertrude Elizabeth Margaret, Rush, Rhees, tr. en. Anscombe, Gertrude Elizabeth Margaret, Basil
Blackwell, Oxford.

Wittgenstein, Ludwig (1960), Schriften Band 1. Tractatus logico-philosophicus | Tagebiicher 1914—1916 /
Philosophische Untersuchungen, Frankfurt am Main, Suhrkamp.

Wittgenstein, Ludwig (1984), Werkausgabe Band 1. Tractatus logico-philosophicus | Tagebiicher 1914—1916
/ Philosophische Untersuchungen, Frankfurt am Main, Suhrkamp.

Wittgenstein, Ludwig (1998), Culture and 1 alne: A Selection from the Posthumons Remains, Georg von

Wright, Henrik, Nyman, William H., Pichler, Alois, eds., tr. en. Basil, Peter Guy Winch, Blackwell,
Oxford.

75



RIFL (2026) numero 1: 59-76
ISSN 2036-6728 DOI: 10.4396/20260604

Wittgenstein, Ludwig (2001), Philosophische Untersuchungen. Kritisch-genetische Edition, hg. von Joachim,
Nyman, Heikki, von Savigny, Eike, von Wright, Georg Henrik, Frankfurt am Main, Suhrkamp.

Wittgenstein, Ludwig (2003), Philosophische Untersuchungen, auf der Grundlage der kritisch-
genetischen Edition neu hg. von Joachim Schulte, Frankfurt am Main, Suhrkamp.

Wittgenstein, Ludwig (2015), Wittgenstein Source. Bergen Nachlass Edition, in Pichler, Alois, Wang-
Kathrein, Joseph, eds., Wittgenstein Source, Wittgenstein Archives at the University of Bergen, Bergen
(2009), wittgensteinsource.org.

Wittgenstein, Ludwig (2016), Interactive Access to the Bergen Nachlass Edition (IDP), ed. by the
Wittgenstein Archives at the University of Bergen under the direction of Alois Pichler, Wittgenstein
Archives at the University of Bergen, Bergen, http://wittgensteinonline.no/.

Wittgenstein, Ludwig (2023), “T think of you constantly with love...”. Briefwechsel Ludwig Wittgenstein —

Ben Richards 1946-1951, hg. v. Schmidt, Alfred, Citron, Gabriel, ins Deutsche tbersetzt von
Schmidt, Alfred, Haymon, Innsbruck/Wien.

76



